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ey 
; eg, i 


SYLVIA DURAN'S PREVIOUS STATEMENTS RE LEE HARVEY ee: Ss 


VISIT TO THE CUBAN CONSULATE IN MEXICO CITY 





i peas 
On November 23, 1963, one aay eeter the assassina-~ 


tion of President John F. Kennedy, the eanead Intelligence 
Agency' s Mexico City Station suggested to Mexican officials 
that they arrest Sylvia Tirado de Duran. « (Mexi 7029 to 
| the HivectnE Nov. 23, 1963; Note to iade ‘Echevarria, 
‘Nevennes 23, 1963) The Mexico City Station asked that 
Sylvia Tirado de Duran be held incomaunicado until she e614 
the Mexican officials be aa she oe about ‘Lee Harvey 
Oswald. The Mexican government arrested Sylvia Tirado de 
(Duran ca eeu day. Captain Rerpande: Gutierrez cera em 
Assistant Director of the Federal Security Police, ieseuse.. 


| saad her at 6: 00 p.m. that evening. (CE 2121, p. 35) 


& Version of Interrogation Given bene Wamcen Commission 
By The Mexican Government , | 
Ms. Duran Stated that She became secretary to the 
Consul, Fusebio Azcue, three months prior to the assassina- 
tion of bhesident Sons F, Kennedy, due to the death of | 
Maricarmen Olivari. (Ibid. p. 37) She stated that in late 
September or early October of 1963 7 North a by. the 
“name of Lee Harvey Oswald appeared at chee Cuban Consulate 


and applied for an intransit visa to Russia by way of 


Cuba. (Ibid. p. 39) Duran stated that. Oswald presented. 





| Se ee IR ey ee ae ee) Ce ee a ee CREE RAMEE EES 
a a te la ta a a Pre mats vane ooh ae iss ea coeds silva, Mpa copes haces Lette “edbwe ae ms oe 2 ag. Lie eitp Soe vay “S sive wer “e 
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that he was the leader of an organization in New Orleans 


called "Fair Play for Cuba." a Duran stated that 


as he was a “friend of the Cuban Revolution. (Ibid. p. 39) 


| noon with the necessary photographs. (Ibid. p. 39) Ms. 


Sylvia Duran Statements _ 
Page 2. 


‘presented evidence that he had been in Russia for pheee 
years, that he was married to a Russian woman and also 
Oswata stressed that his visa application should be accepted 
Sylvia Duran stated hae there, in compliance with her 
duties, she haa Oswald ‘fill out the appropriate application 


(iia: p. 39). Oswald then left and returned in the Sethe 


Duran etareo that at that time, ExCecaing her > duties, | 


‘she telephoned the Russian Consulate because of her interest 


nib facilitating the hanaias of the Russian visa for 


coe Harvey Oswald. (Ibid. p. 39) The Russian Embassy told 


Duran that there would be a delay of approximately four 
months in processing the case, which annoyed Lee Harvey 


Oswald since, according to his statements, he was in a 


great hurry to obtain a visa to travel to Russia. He 
ieneierad on his right | to obtain a visa in view of his back- 


ground and activities on panels of the Cuban movement. (Ibid. _ 


~ 


ante) When Oswald understood that it was not possible 


to give him a Cuban visa without previously obtaining a 


Russian visa, “he became extremely angry. (Tbid. ps 39): 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 3. : 


At this point Ms. Duran stated ane called Consul Rei: a toa 
who, at that time was in his private office accompanied | 
by his upcoming ¢epiacenes Alfredo Mirabal. (Ibid. p. 40) 

° TAY Azcue came out of his office and argued with Oswald 
in English. (Ibid. p- 40) be een stated that Mr. 

Azcue told Oswald that a person like him instead of aiding 
the Cuban Revolution, did ve harm. (Ibid., p. 40) . Oswald 
at nae point stated as he had two reasons for request- 
ing his visa with such urgency: one, that his Mexican per- 
mit expired soon; and two, that he needed to reach Riséien 

ee (Tbid., ie AO Sylvia. Duran ‘stated that in spite ! 
et the argument she eee Oswald a pice of paper with her : 
. name ana Consulate pusiness oe number (11-28-47) (Ipid., —--. : 
p.- 40) Ms. Duran stated that she also cnieeates the handl- 
ing of his visa application by sending it to the Cuban 
emote A of Foreign Relations, from which a reply was re- 

_cevied in the normal manner some fifteen to thirty gaved | 
later apprornestia issuance of an intransit visa on 
the condition that he previously obtain a Russian eee 
(Ibid. p.- 40) © Mrs. paca stated that she does not recall 


wneeher Oswald subsequently called her on ne Consulate 


pneaS menses which she had given hin. (bia. pe. 40) Sylvia 


- i i cr oY My 


Duran stated that all the conversations that Eusebio Azcue 


~ and She had with Oswald were in the English language since 
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sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 4. 


Oswald did not. speak igny Spanish. (Ibid, P. 40) Finally, 


she stated that upon Seeing Lee Harvey Oswald' Ss photograph 


. 
1 
re ee 
nr i a a 


in the newspapers, she immediately: recognized and tea 
fied it anes end: the same person that she remember as Lee 
Harvey Oswald. (Ibid. Dp. 40) — 
At the Pane (Of Sylvia Duran's detainment her Sere 
nent PUSEeMents about Lee sea Oswald were written by 


: | = 7 
ene Mexican government. and given to Mrs. Duran to. ena. yr 
\ \ 


BE ES or geet ES 8 WMERS 
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= Sylvia Duran Statements 
shee 6. 


to Havana. (Cable from Mexico City Station to. Headquarters, 
November 27, 1963, Mexi 7104, CIA BAGQ: Cable From Mexico 
City Station. to Headquarters, November 27, 1963, Mexi 7101, 
CIA #493). The Mexican officials bond ae Duran that 

eney were detaining Ree to protect her. (HSCA Staff Tiers 
view of Syivia Duran, 6/6/78 pe gl JPR Document No. pf 


Subsequently about her second detainment, Duran stated, 


| 
! 
| 
= 
a were veEy ee: this time... they Bee eee the same od 
: questions but they were more, how do you say, evil. And 
they...wanted to know exactly what I have done in Cuba, 
the people that I met there, everything. They were asking 
me questions about all the people that were working the © 
Embassy and this time I wanted to go to ene: bathroom and 


they wouldn't 18. me and it was longer, because ie was 


| , | 
CES. POS00 Bits to 10:00 p.m. ee Staff Interview of — ! 


Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78 p. ——sSJFK Document No. ) Lack 
| a 7 REY | ae, 
According to the Mexican SE es ne detained Duran yw m, 3 ASL 
| ae | | | | | 2 -—3 = : in. Pl? § | 
a second time she remembered Oswald perfectly and denied | ls | 
| ah : 


he wore glasses. Otherwise there was no addition to hero one 


story. — (Cable from Mexico City. Station_to Director, 


i ree mae ne erent = 


ce nega: smaemree © we ome 
eee 


ope 
a 
ee ee 


i 
December 12, 1963, Mexi 7364, CIA No. 557-558). a re er rr 
Be PO BES eee wig at. * it Fe eee ee ; ; . : 


| a - House. Select Committee on Assassinations. Te avuies of 
L sylvia Duran 6/6/78 eS ee 
9. ar oe Sylvia Tirado Bazan told the House Core Committee 


On 3.0 on Assassinations staffers the aa, 


ce ataladls +6 WC, 5 
| Tid ea fae I Wes [Hi del 25 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 10. 





-HSCA INVESTIGATION OF SYLVIA DURAN'S ACCOUNT OF LEE HARVEY 


OSWALD'S VISIT TO THE CUBAN CONSULATE IN MEXICO CITY 


AS ~® ae me. Pavesetaane Sylvia Duran's account of Lee Har- 
| (y vey/ Oswald's visits to the Cuban Consulate the Committee 
| yeoaane aie eeesarat ion of the Cuban Segecanene: The Com- 
mittee traveled to Cuba twice interviewing most of the 


Cuban employees at the Cuban Consulate and Embasssy in 


_ Mexico City in September 1963. (See Procedural Writeups 


Eusbio Azcue Lopez and Alfredo Mirabal Diaz. Only Eustbio 
- Azcue personally dealt with Lee Harvey Oswald. alfredo 
Mirabal could only state nae he never doubted test tne 
Lee Harvey Sswala we eae eed the Consulate was the same. 


Lee Harvey Oswald shot by Jack Ruby in the basement of the 





| ~ Dallas Police Department.that he caught only glimpses of 
as him. (HSCA Interview of Alfredo Mirabal Diaz, : -p. ; 
\ also 
i 


For this reason,only Eusebio Azcue Lopez and Sylvia Tirado | 


Bazan's accounts will be dealt with in detail. 


me ee ee 


emma Sk ER ge ge oar ie IEP 
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Cuba Trips 1 and 2) Only two individuals remembered Oswald, 


Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page lil. . 


XY After reac Sylvia Duran and Eusebio Azcue 


- Wthe Committee has found conflicting stories. Ms. Duran 





told the Committee that Lee Harvey Oswald visited the 
; Cuban Consulate on three Beeaeens, ais, on September ale 
| 1963. (HSCA Haeeeeiee of syivea Duran, A ee JFK poet 
\ ment. No. | / Pp. 323) This Boaerede ee her statement 
i ine Mexican officials that Oswald Wad visited the esha 
sulate on two occasions, bot on September 27, ‘1963. (See 


section entitled Version of Interrogative Given to. the 


| 
Warren Commission. ae Mexican Government. ( (Also, see sec~ 
_ tion entitled Original Signed Statement of Sylvia Duran 
|: Interrogation by the Mexican Government.) Though neither 
weport. queces Tirado as stating Bet Oswald's Gisate were 


| on September 27, 1963, she states that they occurred on 
| the same day in late September or early October. (Ibid.) 
ea a When the House Select Gonneeeed on Assassinations checked 
Oswald! s visa application, ihe duce Sapienpan a7: 1963 - 
was clearly orate ial it. . (See oswald Visa application. ) 
| “Mr. Azcue remembered three visits to the Cuban Con- 
| sulate occurring on different dates. Mee Azcue stated 
\ | nse Oswald! S first visit would have been rohe or two days 
\ 


prior to the ast on the visa application at around 1:00 





pem." (HSCA Interview of Eusebio Azcue,  , JFK 
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é ; . 
a en en ee ee 


—- eee 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page l2. 
~ Document No. 3 1 De 3) Mr. Azcue aces that jaasia" 
-probably returned to the Coe the following day 
"at approximately the same time that he came on his first 
wheter: (ibid., ~ 4) with his photographs--"probably _ 
that same ey, listed on the aes seis cation. ‘the 27th 
of pepbenbenrs:” | (tid. , D% -3) Azcue stated that Oswald - 
left to gee a Soviet visa and probably returned to the 
Cuban Consulate one day after he had filled out the visa. | 
(Ibid., p. 6 (Tape 2)) Mr. Azcue stated that it was ee 7 
that he had the ae with Oswald. (Ibid., p. 6 Tape 2) 
ee Ms. Tirado stated that Oswald first visited the 
Cuban Consulate at approximately Lis00- a.m. se la ace 
an intransit visa to Cuba with Russia as the final. eG oGoee 
tion. Oswald showed her some Reenieaiks and then left to 
“obtain photographs needed for his application. | (House Se- 
1. lect Committee on Assassinations Interview of aes Duran, 
"6/67 163 ‘OFK Document oe | - ae oF 20-23) | 
_ Consul Eusebio Azcue stated that Oswald's first. 
Wasa ee the aban Consulate was "one or ewotcaes prior 
bo one date on the visa application at around 1:00 p.m. 
(HSCA Interview of Eusebio Azcue, va | JFK Document 
\ No. i By 3) 


Ms. Tirado stated that Oswald returned at approxi- 


re rm i i re te * 


SEES SSS ES ee 





en z - Be ee ee 


Suiivaia Duran Statements 
Bee Ls 


™ 


aac Ll: 00 pe m. with four photographs. (House Select Gone 
“mittee on Assassinations Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, 
| | JFK Document No. a p. 23) Azcue stated that Lee Harvey | 
_ Oswald roe to the Cuban Consulate apeue 1: 00. p.m. 
with the SaoEoenapne " probably that same day listed on et 
visa aici caeten the 27th of September." (HSCA Interview 
ers. Eusebio Rea, JFK Document ioe. os : ».3) ~ abs de 
the Oswald visit Ms. Tirado had never mentioned before or _ 
had mentioned but had never been peportes Baroxe. (See 
above.) Ms. Tirado stated that she typed Oswald's vise 
application in duplicate, staped a piicetee. Gre B65 Oe -eaen 
‘and Had wsuats aaa each in her presence. (House Sete6e Cone 
ee Cre n Interview of Sylvia Duran,. 6/6/78, 
ees Document No. ; | - 24, 25) As proof Oswald showed 
her epee rat documents he had prought with him: his a 
labor caxrd, Bip tea certificate with name a: Russian wife, 


his American communist Party membership. card and his: 





“Pair Play oor Cuba" membership ‘card. (HSCA, Ibid., p. 28); 
See also, C.E. p. 39; See also, Original Signed Statement 
Of vita, perat Interrogation by He Newel ean. Coveenment, 

| | Blind Memo ge Bes. Hervey Oswald and ‘Sylvia Duran, Novem- - 
| ber 26, 1963, CIA #473)... 
| Ms. Tirado stated that she found Lee Harvey Oswald's 


| ‘ i se : re , 
behavior suspicious because normally a Communist travelled 





only with his passport because belonging ta the Communist 
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se oa dae ea Ui bai GRAIN RS TIEN A A” ER amap lt TSO ATI ICT OMENS! “ 





ALD iY was illegal in Mexico in 1963. oUSe aeecs Committee 
ose ene Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, IFK 


cument No. , Pp. 30) Consul. Eusibio Azcue also stated 


’ 
be 
va $ 


fac ne found LHO's behavior suspicious. (HSCA Interview of Azcue, 


i pecunent # 
~wican Communist Party would arrange visa matters for pe 5) 





a a members with the Cuban Communist Party. “(Ibid., Ds. 293 
ae. The American would then come to Mexico, visit the | 
Cuban Consulate and receive his visa immediately. (Ibid, 
iP. 30) “When Duran asked Oswald why he did not have the 
keypican Communist Party arrange his. trip to Cuba he stated 
thes ne did not have. time. Coead.., on 29) Ms. Tirado 

- tole the House ee Committee staffers that she had 
stated this to the Mexican officials. They had a stenographer : 


present during the entire interrogation. (Ibia., p. 93) 


oss NOT ge a aR ae 


The Mexican officials never passed the information to the 

evican authorities. - 

Ms. Tirado stated that she ooainea to Oswald that 

he nad to acquire a Russian visa before he could receive 
a aban visa. (HSCA Interview of eyivia Duran, 6/6/78, 
_SFK Document No. ~~ & es oe Warren Commission Exhibit 
eae D. 39; Blind Memo re: Lee Harvey Oswald and See 7 
Dur ss, Novenber 26, peat CIA #473) Duran jotted nex 
haras and business phone number ona Bates of paper, gave tae 
“EG; “es darvey Oswald. (HSCA Interview of Sylvia San. 


6/* “3, JFK Document No. # , p. 46; Wabven.eomnesion 


Tirado stated that there was a ae whereby the | JFK 





Sylvia Duran Statements 


Page 15. 


Exhibit 2121, p. 39; Blind Memo re Lee Harvey Oswald and — 


Sylvia Duran, November 26, 1963, CIA #473) who then left. 


to get his Russian visa. (HSCA Interview of Sylvia Duran, 
6/6/78, JFK Document No. # a a Pe 31 HSCA. Inter-_ 


- view of Busebio Azcue, © | , JFK Document No. = ae 


Tape 2 p. 6) 


Ms. Tirado stated that Lee Harvey Oswald returned 


to the Cuban Consulate late in the afternoon after working 


hours which were between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. _ (House 


Select Committee on Assassinations Interview of sylvia 


Duran, 6/6/78, JFK Document No. 2 F p. 37) The Committee — 


has conflicting testimony concerning Lee Harvey Oswald’ S 


third visit. Seo Eusebio Azcue stated that the third | 
Oswald visit probably seeaunad one Or. two. days after he 


“had filled out the visa application. (House Perera Committee 


on Assass inations interview of Busebio Azcue, : JFK 


‘Document No. xo. Tape. 2). 6) 


Ms. Tirado stated that the guard routinely called 
her saying that somewho who did not speak Spanish was se 


the gate inguiring about a visa. (House Select Committee 


on Assassinations Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, JEK 


ae 


Document No. pp. 37- -38) Per routine procedure she asked 


| the guard to escort the individual to her office. (TDi. 
3 p. 38) Oswald told her that he had Seauuea a Russian 


ae ee rer rape sper erence tpn Ag 2g et ew 
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“Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 16. : 


visa. (Ibid., p. 38) Since he did not produce it when 

asked she called the Russian Consulate. (ibia., p. 39) | 
“The Mexican government! S official report to the | . 

Warren Commission stated that when Oswald came pack with | 

the photographs, Ms. Duran exceeding her duties telephoned 

the Russian consulate because of her. interest in: facila= 

tating the dunaiang of ‘the Russian visa for Lee Harvey 

Oswald. (Warren Commission Exhibit 2121, p. 39) The re-” 


- port given by the Mexican officials to the Central Intelli- 





gence Agency after their initial interrogation stated. that 
Silvia 
the only aid/Duran eau GIVE, Oswald was. advising that 





| he see the Soviet Consul and eatin the person in charge 


eee ee ee 


Bothat office. (Blind Memo re Lee Harvey Oswald and 
sylvia Duran, November 26, 1963, CIA #473) 
“Ms. Duran stated that ie had been irked when 


| the Mexican government reported io the Warren Commission 


= . : cee pune nA ELI TET ta american i 
A eI yrs rei ? ; i 5 Sat 


that by calling the Russian consulate Ae had exceeded | 


her duties. piae,b. 91) Consul Eusibio Azcue stated | 


| 
| 
that if Ms. Tirado wanted to phone the Russian Consulate | _ 
she was petnabivel 46 do rs (House Select Committee on - | 
Assassinations Interview of Eusebio ‘Azcue , _ ’ EK | 
Document No. | "| Tape 2, p. 4) Ms. ‘Tirado stated - | 
| that the beecias Consul told her that Oswald haa been. ce 


the Consulate requesting a visa and had been told that the 


reply would take approximately four months. (House Select 
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Page 1/7. 


| Sylvia Duran Statements | | ee fae © = 3 
Committee on Assassinations Interview of Sylvia. Duran, — | 





676/78; JFK Document No. | , Pp. 39; Warren eonniesion 
/ Exhbit 2121, De 39; Blind Memo re Lee Harvey Oswald ana 
Sylvia Daren, tevenber 26, 1963, CIA 2473) Ms. Tirado 
stated that wen ene relayed the message to Lee Harvey 
Oswald he got very ete. Puaeciag ‘nae aed person 
who had oe in jail because of the Cuban Revolution he 
should receive Cuban visa. (House Select Committee on 
ReSseet nat tons Tateriie™ of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, JFK 


Document No.» , p. 40); Warren Commission Exhibit _ 





| 2121, D. 39) Ms. Tirado stated that Oswald said that Bee 
could not wait a long period of time because fie Max iene 
visa axpired in three days. (iouse Select Committee on As- 
eee Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, JEK Docu- 
ment No. ; “~ Oe 20; Warren Commission Exhibit 2121, 
-" 39) Ms. Tirado stared Cae ae eis point ae eaamnea: 
Consul Eusebio Azcue, who was in his office Soomnaned 


by his upcoming replacement Alfredo Mirabal. (Ibid., 





p. 39) Consul Eusebio Azcue does not recall that the se- 
| \ quence of events occurred in this manner. (See above.) | 
Ms. Tirado stated that Consul Eusebio Azcue politely ex- 


\ plained the requisites for an intrasit visa to Oswald. 


: 
% 


‘ (House Select Committee on Assassinations Interview of 


4 
a 


\ 


.\ Sylvia Duran, 4/6/67, JFK Document NOw - a Ds 39°, 47). | eae | 
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Ea sE TOPE OE AO ENE, OE “nose, BOE 1 2M he 
LETTS rw 2 : ; 





| Sylvia Duran Statements 
eage 18. 


When Azcue noticed that Oswald was a stubborn man he told 


Oswald that obviously he was not a friend of the Cuban 


Revolution, because if he was a friend he would understand 


that Cuba had to be extremely careful with the people . ee 


allowed in Cuba. (Tha. Ds 47) Ms . Tirado stated that 


| Azcue and Oswald eeien at each other. ‘(Ibia. 44) Azcue 
then went: to. the 200s opened it and geed: Gewaka to 
icone (Ibid. 47) 


Ms. Tirado stated that ewer did not revisit or. 


eeiepons the roUsurerS Because: 1 = had she would have 


PeHnemBenea tie She stated that the Consulate dia Roe have 


many American visitors who had been to Russia and had 
married a Russian woman aekense to get a Cuban eieacana 
then get inze an argument with staff personnel. (Ibid. p 
ae | : | 7 

Lee Harvey Oswald's number of visits to he Cuban 
Consulate on September 27, (1963 are not of major substan- 
ees aasemeanee.. © 


The importance lies in Lee Harvey Oswald’ S 


visit to the Cuban Consulate te visiting hours. (10-2) 


Ms. Duran told House Sxiaee Committe on Assassinations 


\ staffers that Lee Harvey Oswald made his: third visit to the 


HW 53060 


i. 

Consulate late erence around 5:00 8 mM. —(HSCA Interview 
\ 

\ 


of Svivis Duran, 6/6/78, JFK Document No. p 543) In 


LE a 


Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City Station 
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HW 53060 


| 


a oe I 


| Syivia Duran Statements 






Sage Los 


‘surveilled both the Cuban and Soviet Diplomatic compounds 


electronically. From the RISC eore surveillance of the 


Soviet Embassy the Central reeiiegenea Agency lies ened 


oe the Poriowine two conversations: ? —_ 
Fi lti7 he i de ee j 


ar tet 


At approximately 4:05 p. m> Syivia’ Dufan called 


| the Soviet. ‘Embassy. She told the person at the Embassy 


‘that an American citizen seeking a visa was at the Cuban 


Consulate. Sylvia explained that the American citizen 


wanted to know the name of the official he had dealt with 


at the Soviet Embassy. Sylvia had sent the American to 


the Soviet Embassy stating that his acquiring a Cuban 


visa was contingent on his previously acquiring a Soviet 


visa. Sylvia explained to the Soviet official. that the 


American had stated that he was assured that there would 


be no problem.’ At that point, fee: Over official put 


another official on the phone, causing Sylvia to repeat 


the ce i , 2he official then asked Sylvia to leave her 


\ 


1 
\ 
\ 


name and bunieee: ES. call her jatee. -This conversation was 


also in Spanish. (Classified Staff ue, of Review 


, .Oof CIA Documents, 3/9/78, pp. 6-7; Cable from Mexdee to 


the Director, 11/23/63, MEXI 7025; CIA Transcript from 


Russian Embassy, 9/27/63.) 


At 4:26 P-m. an unidentified Soviet official 


called Sylvia Duran inquiring whether the American citizen) 


BY 
: 


had been to the Cuban consulate office. Sylvia Respenaea 


EY lt ee AT RR OR fe ET rer A nme “gga ee * are tengnee— 9 og ies san ota © came gee 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 20. 


abe eed 


‘}affirmatively, stating that the American was at the office 


pe time. The Soviet official told Sylvia that when 
j the American visited the Soviet. Sones office he had - 


| displayed papers from the Soviet Consulate in Washington. 


He also had a letter stating that he was a “member of an 


Aga , 2 ss . ; 


organization. that favored Cuba. The American waneed to 
go to the U.S.S.R. with his Russian wife and remain there 


a long time. The Soviet official had not received an 


NS ete icane a: 


lem traditionally took four to five months LO. resolve be- 
cause Was rnycor had to secure authorization from sg: 
-ULS.S. R. The Soviet sire added that the American’ S 
wife aout ae a visa in Washington very quickly and she 


could nave it sent anywhere but that he felt that ena Amer i- 


i seoiaaeeienieadeamtenihemetminiameiiin aca eee : 


government could not give the American a visa because he. 
had neither friends in Cuba nor dotiGel eating 12) toe a 
visa from the U.S.S.R. The Soviet official added that 


the Soviets could not give the American a letter of recom _ 


“ . _ 
Leecmntieteaathe ae amt coins sient a ace Dts cin ee SEY ct SOATEST 


mendation because they did not know him. This conversa~ 
tion was also in the Bane transcripts. ‘(Classified 


Staff Sa of Review of CIA Documents, 3/9/78, pp. 7-10; 





Cable from axted City ol ae Director, 11/23/63, MEXI 


\ 7025: CIA Transcript from Russian Embassy, §/27/78.) | 
\ 


\ 
y 
% 
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answer . from Washington LO" the American! S “problem. The prob- 


“Can would not ee a visa soon. Sylvia said that the Cuban | 


Sviwia Duran pEerehenes, 
Fage 21. 

These two Shona cane were summarized - Sylvia 
peren when she stated that she called the Russian cae 
late who said that Oswald had been told that the reply 

= the Soviet Union would take approximately four. months. 


(See Version of interrogation given to the Warren Commis- 





Sion by Mexican Government; Original signed statement of 


i 

| sylvia Duran pero sere by the Me xcan government; and 
HSCA interview of Sylvia ees 6/6/78, JFK Document No. 

i bs | 

‘Ms. Duran failed to mention that the Soviet official took 


her number and called her back. The Committee attributes 


| 
I Ms. Duran's neglect to mention ‘the call from ens unidenti- 
: fied Soniet-=pr shay he Soviet Consul--to forgetfulness, 
| 

( since she has consistently stated eve substance of the 

| conversation. (Ibid. ) _ 

Mr. Azcue stated that he understood that» the 

' - Soviet Consul called him but "maybe a erceey aa called 

the Soviet ‘Consul and then the SOvICe Roneal ested me, .— 
| that" Ss possible. -(HSCA amconuiey of Eusebio Neue, JFK - 
Document No. | , Tape 24° Ds 2) Mr. Azcue's statement 
does not explain the Friday, | September 27, IGS; 4:26 p.m. 


call because it was Sylvia ano spoke to the Soviet Consul. 


(Ske September 27, 1963, 4:26 p.m. call.) Aeeue states 


amc NESE TA me eC ce 5 
om ae States «fs 


\ 


| \\planations is oossible: 1) The Soviet Consul called Azcue 


ae . _ . e , 
Tr a me =. ee te SE eC Trt a Se 
St Se ee ree —_ a — ee a ce ey SR ee oR me my ee ‘< ~~: - 
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\ that he spoke to the Soviet Consul. The Committee has ne-_ 


ver seen a transcript of this phone call. One of four ex- — 


Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 22. | 


roa a telephone at the Soviet Embassy that was not tapped; 


| 


ae | 


Jace ata 1 Fane NRE: PPS PEM, LIP PD eS EEE AISA dn LENT hae AMA PAR Neg ep 7 . a 


- ‘en seed pH IE 
pers eet eS : 


oun 


\ 
\ 


en . 
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‘there was a guard at the gate on Saturdays, Sylvia-Duran | 


\ , | | | 
\ answered yes but that he never let people in Saturdays 


2). the Soviet Consul called Azcue from outside the Soviet. 


compounds; and 3) Mr. Azcue never spoke to the Soviet 


Consul-~Sylvia Duran did--and recalls discussing the call 


¢ 
€ 


with her, making him believe that it was he who spoke to 


the Soviet Consul; or 4) the Soviet Consul did call Azcue 


on one of the tapped phones and the C.I.A. never forwarded 


| the transcript to the House Select Committee on Assassina- 


tions staffers to review. 

_ Ms. Duran Beavea’ that the guard esarinciy eared 
her when an adiviaual who did not speak Spanish came to 
the gate inquiring about a visa after work hours. (HSCA 


Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, JFK Document No. 


fd 


-p. 544) Sylvia Duran stated that she would porter ask 


the ee to escort the individual to her office. (Ibid. 
Dp. 544) At this point Committee staffers agkea her if it 


was possible that in addition to his visits on ida. 


"September 27, he also visited the Consulate on Rene 


September 28, though ene office was again not open foe) the 
pubiic. (Ibid. Pe 247) Ms. Duran stated that it was not | 
possible because she remembered the fight and would have 7 ag > | 

! me 

| 

| 


remembered if he came back. (Ibid. p. 547) When asked if 


‘pecause he could reach her on the intercommunications 


+ 


\ 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 23. 


/ telephone. (Ibid. p. 549) When the Committee staffers 
explained to Ms. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 

Duran that the guard could also do that | : - 

on Fridays, Ms. Duran stated that he’ remembered having | | 

| 
| 


Given Lee Harvey Oswald her name and business telephone > 





number on his second visit (Ibid. Ds 549) The Committee 
does not consider Ms. Duran's answer responsive because 


Lee Harvey Oswald probably had her name and business 


When the Committee 
staffers pressed Ms. 


| | _ # 
| [ telephone number on Saturday also. 
Duran on her answer She stated that 


the guard was allowed to bring individuals to her office 
| during the five eonctetc, Honepeblae woEe weedes 
7 but not on weekends. (Ibid. p. 549) | | 
! | | The Committee does. not consider her explanation 
credible. Eusebio Azcue stated eer visiting hours at 


i | | 
| the Cuban Consulate were 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Monday — 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

: 


| 
through Saturday. (HSCA Interview of Eusibio Azcue, (4/3/78, | 


JFK Document No. , p. 6) 
Also, from the electronic surveillance as the 
Soviet Embassy by the Central ‘Intelligence AGchey Mexico 


| City Station the Committee learned that on Saturday, Sep- 
\ tember 28, 1963, “Sylvia Duran called the Soviet Consulate 
ee earics! ee eo an American ee 
las the Cuban Consulate who had previously visited the 

\soviet Consulate. The Soviet seca eyi ia ee wait a minute 


Upon his return to the telephone, Sylvia put the American 





Page 20 


RE, re rnp 
f 


Se TT a! . 


Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 24. 


f | 
jon the line. 


| ceded in English until the Russian discontinued it, and 
—- | - 


At first, the American spoke in Russian 


and the Soviet spoke English. The conversation then pro- 


[put another ee re he. ane: The Soviet spoke in 

/ English but the Mneeiean, in broken Russian, asked him ; 
to speak Russian. The conversation resumed in Russian © 
at that point. . It also became fueonerent. and is thus 
quoted in its entirety: | 7 


I oe Russian: What else do you want? 


took my address. 
Russian: I know that. 


American:-~Speaks terrible, hardly recognizable 


Cuban Embassy to ask them for my address, because 


they have Aste 


Russian: Why don't you come again and leave your 


cite AT of RPS FA MANTIS ae Fo 


address with us? it is not far from the Cuban 


bo 

(.: iw 

a American: Well, I'll baeheee right away. 

\ (Classified Staff Saanere of Review of CIA Docu- 


\ ments, 3 9/78, pp. 10-12; CIA Transcript from Russian 


‘ Embassy, 9/28/63) 


TO TR NE PeTRen sna ee 7 


SSS A Se Wee as eS 
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American: I was just now at your Embassy and they © 


Russian. I did not know it then. I went to the | 


| | 


. ee 





Sylvia Duran Statements 
page 25. 


” | The Committee feels that there is a possibility 
chat the American Sylvia Duran put in contact with a So- 
wee official on Saturday, Sepeennes 8, 1963, was Lee 
_ Harvey Oswald. The American citizen Baa previously visited 


the Soviet Consulate and called from Sylvia Duran'’s of-_ 





fice on a vaturday when the guard never allowed visitors 
into the Cuban compound: (Ibid. p. 549) 


The Committee feels that Sylvia may have lied — 


hes Oe cee ie Ds cat . = oe . 


| about an Oswald visit to the Cuban Consulate on Saturday, 
September 28, 1963, for either of two reasons: 1) Ms. 


Duran did not wish to disclose that Oswald had visited 


SR la Re ate a ty tty, 


_ the Cuban Consulate again after his argument with Consul 
Busebio Azcue and that she had decided to aid him; 2) Ms. 


Duran may have had personal. reasons. Elena Garro de Paz 


A RN th nar ! 


reported that she attended a "twist party at Ruben Duran's | 


he 


house which Oswald, accompanied by two other American young 
men, also attended.’ 7 (See write-up.) Elena also reported 
that Duran had an affair ech Lee Harvey Oswald. (Ibid.) 
“ae Committee attempted to locate Pana -Caene de oe Ge. 
might have shed some light into this area. (See Elena 
| write-up.) oe Sylvia Duran did in fact have an affair 
s with Lee Harvey Oswald, he might have visited the Consulate 


4 on Saturday and Seas would have denied it. 
4 
that the man Sylvia put on the phone with the Soviet offi- 


ry 


cial on September 28, 1963 was not Oswald. The man Duran 
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The Committee also paeie that there 1s a possibility. 


———— SS . 





ueees ca AL can tran ne 
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Pee Duran Statements 
Page 26. 


Pe | _ | 
/put on the line spoke broken Russian. George Ee eran 


schildt, Marina Oswald and George Bouke all stated that 


oswaia spoke a very refined Russian and. that he Evereenee 


speaking Russian to English. (Note: Seeing Cites: 


Nonetheless, Ms. Duran lied to the Committee about 


the guard not allowing visitors into the Cuban compound. 


on Saturdays as the electronic surveillance files for 


‘September 28, 1963 illustrates. 


When Eusebio Azcue and Sylvia Tirado were asked | 


to describe Lee Harvey Oswald, both gave ‘eimias sieeriog 
tions of him that are not even remotely close to Oswald's 


physical appearance. | Consul Azcue stated oe the man 


~ 


who visited the Consulate noone for a visa au peoeea 


from HSCA JFK Exhibit No. | as eeriowde- his nose was - 


more aquiline; eo eg eiaehes were straighter; his hair 


was blonde; his height was between five feet Six and five 


feet seven; he was between 35 and 37 years. of age; his 
cheeks were sunken; and, he had a Gia hese sn his eyes. 
(House Select Committee on Assassinations Interview of 


Eusebio Azcue, , JFK Document No. 


Consul Eusebio Azcue further stated that. the- man who 
came to the Cuban Consulate requesting an intransit visa 


and the person that Jack Ruby assassinated at the Dallas 
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| persons. (Ibid. p. 18) 0 a 95 Ss a | eg 


as Tirado stated that the Person that visited 


the Cuban CONSUSETS and the person ene saw Jack Ruby as- 
sassinate at ne Dallas police station were ‘the same ee 
son. (HSCA Interview of Sylvia Duran, 6/6/78, JFK Document 
No. | / P. ae Yet, when Ms. Tirado describes the 
(alleged) Lee Harvey Oswald ead visited the Cuban Consulate, 
the man does not really bear any resemblance to Lee aeevey 


Oswald. Ms. Tirado stated that Lee Harvey Oswald was 


Ba eehoneropre allele hitb sch teal D aaa RAO ADP ONL: RTT Baa. : 
eel oak ‘ . *: *; 
natn ee aL th AAS MIC as ay ; 


approximately five eset ‘Six, had blonde Nei wetoned 


7 Sylvia Duran Statements : : te — . -_ 

7 Page 27. © . | 4 ed 

| rE y 4 4 a | _ 

; | | a - . | | RS 

/ police station--which he saw on television--were different 2 | 

about 125 pounds, had small eyes, smaller fingers than | 
f 


i ce apraaren acta Laie een om 


_ Ed Lopez (HSCA staffer) and did not have very much hair. 


|, ° (ibid. “ps. 96): 
; ) | 


Since neither ietenioeson resembles 6swala the 
7 ‘Committee has determined that there is a possibility that 
| the man who visited the Cuban Consulate was not Lee Harvey > 
| Oswald. It is difficult to justify the above since the 
, | House Select Committee Handwriting Panel has determine 2a 
that the aeaaeuns on the visa application matches other 


samples of Lee Harvey peices: S de There is a pos- 


ABE up an ‘application, EoGk it to Lee Harvey Oswald aun 


t 

| Si bed ety that a man ae claimed Ener he was Lee Harvey Oswald 

g 

| : 
“it 


filled ree Aeon Bae Signed it ong: then returned 


. a 


, to the Cuban Consuiaes once again impersonating him. The. 
™ 


: : . ne 
; ae =, - ‘ ee 5 eterna re rer Se ees -eetae” : 
. Siete tik ed ~ LI LL TT TLE TS — EE TIRE — AGT OI, SE YS, RRMA epee Seema py GP = <n pages een Sarees - : . - Seo owe oes om, roe. woe 8 =: oc ae 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 

. Page 28. 
Committee considers this a possibility because when the 
Committee staffers asked Duran if she would ever have 
allowed a person to take the application out of the Con- 


-sulate, fill it out, attach a photo, sign them and then 


ce 
ati, PUES 5 


return them to the Embassy she answered affirmatively. | 

| _(Thid. p. 31) (Also no photos materialized.) The one _ 

4 problem with this possibility is enak. Me: Tirado ee ee 

\ that she thinks Lee Harvey Oswald signed the visa application 
Ati Akane, (Ibid. p. 33) 


‘ 


& 
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aviv Duran Statements — 
Heese 29's 





- CIA Handling of Sylvia Duran Matter | | | “4 ee 3 
io | When/John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 
| -22, 1963, the United States investigative ree =o! FBIY 
CIA, Secret Senes etc.--were asked to investigate the 
assassination. When the Central Intelligence nGeney learned 
that Lee Harvey Oswald had visited Mexico City pecan 
late Sencenbes and early October they peu tewee their 
files and found in the electronic eteoeiiiencs files 


phone calls to the Soviet Embassy made ‘September 27th, 


September 28th, and October Ist. that could have been 


i : 7 ' . 
Aa er Sr er vo 
mr te LE OE Ee TN a eh OS MY Oe Hh 8 
. = 4 
' 


made be Oswald. (See Electronic Surveillance Section. A. 
They also found phone Baas between the Russian Consul 
and Sylvia Duran where Oswald appeared to be discussed. 
(See Sayiee Electronic Surveillance Section.) In addition 
- they found a phone Call made by eyivia- Duran eG the | 
‘Soviet Consulate on September 28, 1978, where Sylvia Duran 
stated that there ase on American etetey, Bee Cuban ~ 


Consulate who had previously visited the Soviet Consulate, 


: : . : 
i ee re ee ee ce ee nm 


and put a man on the line. (See Soviet Electronic Surveil-_ 
- lance Section.) A final phone call where Oswald identified 
himself was also found. (See Soviet Electronic Surveillance 


. Section.) 


Cte RS «a Pe err re eS oa gp 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 


Page 30. 


At this point the Central Intelligence Agency 


determined that it would ask es Wasetoan Government—— 


whom it had a seed relationship with--to arrest eyiyes 


Duran because she negee shed some | light on the circum- ; 


‘stances surrounding the assassination. Sylvia Duran was 
also a Mexican citizen and. did not have diplomatic immunity. 


The Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City Station 


sent a note to Luis Echevarria requesting that he arrest 


“Sylvia Sylvia Tirado de Duran immediately. The agency 


stated that she was a Mexican citizen who had put Oswald 


a note with Duran's address, her mother's address, her . 


. brother's address, her license pLate number , her none. 


es? number and ae Paece of work. The Mexico City 


ShariGn also suggested that Duran be oo incommunicado 


wntil he could be Aunt ce on the matter. (Note to Luis © 


Echevarria to arrest Syigee ae Novenuer 23, PIO CIA © 


No. 444; Cable re oswald-Duran, Mexi 7029, November 23, 


1963, CIA No. 441; Anne Goodpasture Chronology, Wx 7241, 


entry 36, November 23, 1963, CIA No. 635) 


The request to Luis Echevarria was not authorized 


‘by the Central Intelligence Agency's Headquarters. _When 


they received the cable on November 23, 1963, Headquarters 


~ 
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ny 
a a | 
q 


in touch with the Soviet Embassy. The agency gave Echevarria © 


a a i ec a ra i ap a: 


Sylvia Duran Statements 7 | prom ! 
bade di. LK . Hy pos 
) i 


hy 









feared that/the: couvert surveillance operations might be 
if fete Caen ( hy | Wk) 
-6 Jack Whitten stationed at Langley Headquarters, 


endangere 
telephoned Winston Scott, the Mexico Chief of Station, 
asking that Sylvia Duran not be arrested. Scott told Whit- 
ten that it was too late, that he could not €6Ca1l Phe 


= | 
request and that Headquarters should already have received 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
Wes | 
eae cable woe stated that Luis Echevarria had already | 
CY 
7 Pras, ors Sylvia Duran, a a ; 
. wo plnote written by Chief of Station re phone call with 
LA 
, Jack Whitten, Wovenber 23, 1963; Chronology prepared by Anne 
a Goodpasture, WX 7241, entry 37. November 23, 1963, CIA | 
an No. 635) Winston Scott then telephoned Luis Echevarria | 
| 
ais stated that the agency hoped that Sylvia Duran's ar- 
a rest would be kept oe lela secret, that all information | 
peek 
received from Duran -go& Sed te yee nieen immediately 
bs An | | 
ae through the Mexico City Station, and that her arrest and 


| Le CP bw le . 
statements not to any leftist groups. (Chief of 


ERS 


in No. 440; Flash Cable from Karanersinis so Mexico City 


| | 
Station phone call to Luis Echevarria, November 23, 1963, 
| 


an ” station November 23, 1963, DIR 84916, CIA No. 403; Chrono- 
x Logy of Anne Goodpasture, entry 46, November 23, 1963, CIA * : 
No. 636). 


: ! 
a : | 
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Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 32. 


discovery 
The Central Intelligence Agency feared/that Amer— 

tne ais. See behind the arrest of Sylvia Duran. It would 
endanger their continuing covert surveillance operations. 
For this reason the Mexico City Station requested the 
“Mexicans to arrest Sylvia Duran on enety initiative. 
Similar logic dictated when Headquarters asked the Mexico 
City Station to peace the Mexican auEnonie Les to ae 
rogate Sylvia Duran to the extent nwessoatys 6 clarify 
‘hee outstanding points raised in their Gables the previous 
forty-eight hours. Headquarters stated that the Mexico | 
City Station could provide questions to the ele 
interrogators but that ene wished no Americans to come © 
in contact with Duran. (Cable CIA geste cee cane to Mexico 
City Station, November 27, 1963, DIR 85318, CIA No. 497; 
chronology of Anne Goodpasture, November 27, 1963, entry 
— 121, CIA No. 653) When on Novenber 27, 1963, the © 
‘Mesios city Station sent a pishestacie Copy of a Du- 
-ran's ten page signed statement to Headquarters: (Cable 

_ Mexico City Station to peerguecess, November 27 3 1963; 
Mexi 7105, CIA No. 479; Chronology. of anne Sisdsac ace, 
November 27; 1963, entry no. 127, CIA No. 656) the follow- 
aes day Heeeguat le rs sent a clarification cable to the | 
Mexico City Station. Headquarters veer ae to. insure that . 


neither Sylvia Duran nor the Cubans got the impression > 





s steteenaliie aati Ee, a SS eee ee 
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| Sylvia Duran Statements 
Page 33. . 
that the ee ee were behind her ee ee satis 
stated "We want the Mexican authorities ko take the re- 
sponsibility bes the whole affair." (Cable from Headquarters 
to the Mexico City Station, fegemnee 28, 1963, ates 85371, | 7 = 
: (CTR NOs 464; Chronology ‘of Anne coodpasture, November 28, 


(1963, WX7241, entry no. 141, CIA No. 658). 


| 
When the Central Intelligence began to deal with — 
| | | ane Warren Commission Headquarters cabled the Mexico | 
City Station that their present plan in passing informa- 
tion to the Warren Commission was to eliminate mention of 
_ telephone taps in order to protect cHaiie: continuing a 
tions. HSS Gdu ah Reee seated na they would rely on Sylvia | : 
Duran's. statements and on the Consular files which ‘the | 
| Seuss gave oe State Department. Hengeuaveeds eee ee 
“Rat exact, detailed information rom #&EAMLL-7 and | 
|  ESTRALTL-9 (Penetration agents in the Culey. Embassy) on just : | | 
| what eu vae Duran and other officials sade about Oswald' a | | 
visits and his dealings would be pais ‘and usable 
‘corroborative evidence. (CIA cable from Headquarters to 
| Mexico City Station, December 21, 1963, DIR 90466, CIA _ | 
No. 549; Chronology of Anne Goodpasture, pee ane 215 1963, 3 
Entry No. 268, CIA No. 682) _ : —_ ~ 2 : _ _ 7 
Prior £6 three Warren Commission staffers<Messers. 


Willins, Slawson and Coleman-)visit to Mexico City in 


Sai hae oe RL RANI EA Te nif tent tt SC as ne so pany eee 4 
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_tacted Sylvia Duran. their covert continuing operations 


‘Station that one of ‘the touchy subjects that the spares 
Sou discuss was whether they should talk to sylvia ‘Duran > 


in Mexico at the Consulate. (Cable Hesdeuse tere to Mexico 


Sylvia Duran Statements 


Page 34. 


April 1964 the Agency still felt that if an American con- 


might be endangered. ‘Headquarters - cabled the Mexico city” 


City Station, April 8, 1964, DIR 13026, CIA No. 698) 


_ Headquarters further cabled that the Warren Commission staf- 


fers knew that the Central Intelligence Agency had tap 
assets and that they might have guessed from the coverage 


that they had photo points and a source in the Cuban Em-_ 


bassy but that they did not know the details on the Agency's» 
arrangements with the Mexicans. Headquarters Br Eessed 


that the Chief of Station should lend them aa the needed 


assistance with the minimum possible sieciosace of assets 


and techniques. (Ibid.) 


At this point the House Select Committee on Assassi- 
nations has determined that the Central Intelligence Agency 
thought their continuing electronic surveillance operation | 


extremely sensitive and important. The Warren Commission 


would have needed to disclose sensitive information to 


contradict Sylvia Duran's Story. | ‘The Central eee A cha 


Agency had input into what seu. go in the Warren Report. 


(See Chuck Berk -Write-up. ) 
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